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SUBJECT: BAATH PARTY OFFICIAL ADDRESSES OPEN LETTER TO 
LEBANESE COMMUNIST PARTY LEADER 

1 . SUMMARY: BAATH PARTY REGIONAL COMMAND MEMBER IN MAY 20 
AL-BAATH ADDRESSED OPEN LETTER TO LEBANESE COMMUNIST PARTY 
(CPL) IN WHICH SYRIA'S LEFTIST CREDENTIALS DEFENDED, JORDAN 
CRITICIZED, SINAI ACCORD ATTACKED AND SOME LEBANESE LEFTISTS 
DENOUNCED. END SUMMARY. 

2. MAY 20 AL BAATH CONTAINED FRONT-PAGE OPEN LETTER FROM 
ABDULLAH AL-AHMAD, BAATH PARTY REGIONAL COMMAND MEMBER, TO 
SECRETARY-GENERAL CPL. IN LETTER, WHICH CARRIED BY FBIS, 

AHMAD STRUCK GENERALLY IDEOLOGICAL TONE AS HE TRIED TO DEFEND 
SYRIA'S LEFTIST CREDENTIALS ON BASIS OF SUPPORT FOR 
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ATION OF PALESTINE DID NOT PASS THROUGH 

BASMAN PALACE, AND WILL NOT PASS THROUGH BAABDA PALACE." 

HE DEFENDED SYRIAN STAND AGAINST CONFESSIONALISM, 

AND LASHED OUT AT THOSE WHO SLANDER SYRIAN ROLE IN 
LEBANON AS BEING DIRECTED AGAINST MUSLIMS AND "PROGRESSIVES." 
HE CORNED "REVOLUTION THAT CHANGES ITS OPINIONS IN LIGHT 
OF EACH ARMS SHIPMENT" AND PRAISED "REVOLUTIONS THAT 
REVISE THEIR PROGRAMS IN LIGHT OF DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL 
SITUATION." HE OPINED THAT PEACE IN LEBANON WOULD PAVE 
WAY FOR REFORMS MORE ADVANCED EVEN THAN LEFTIST REFORM 
PROGRAM WITHIN SIX MONTHS, BUT WARNED THAT CONTINUATION OF 
WAR WOULD ONLY LEAD TO MORE DESTRUCTION AND HATRED. HE 
QUESTIONED WHETHER IMMEDIATE ADOPTION OF LEFTIST PROGRAM 
WOULD END PRESENT FIGHTING. HE ASSERTED THAT "FOLLOWING 
TREACHEROUS SINAI AGREEMENT, WE STARTED OPPOSING ISRAEL 
AND AMERICAN POLICY," AND LATER STATED THAT "HAD WE ACCEPTED 
SINAI AGREEMENT, NOT A SINGLE DROP OF BLOOD WOULD HAVE 
BEEN SHED IN LEBANON." HE CONCLUDED WITH APPEAL TO DESIST 
FROM RAISING FURTHER POLITICAL DEMANDS AND FRON INCREASING 
WEAPONS STORES AND MILITARY CAPABILITIES LEST THIS "ERROR 
IN PRIORITIES" DESTROY NATIONALIST MOVEMENT AND PALESTINE 
RESISTANCE. 

3. COMMENT: MAJOR PURPOSE OF AHMAD S ARTICLE APPEARS TO 
HAVE BEEN REMINDER THAT DESPITE PROFESSIONS BY MANY LEBANESE 
"PROGRESSIVES", I.E., JUMBLATT, OF THEIR IDEOLOGICAL DIRECTION, 
THEIR ACTIVITIES IN LEBANESE CRISIS MAY UNDERMINE PALESTINIAN 
CAUSE, WHICH IS TOUCHSTONE OF LEFTIST AIMS AND WHICH SYRIA 
HAS ALWAYS SUPPORTED WITHOUT QUESTION. IN HIS ANALYSIS, 

SYRIA IS FOLLOWING "REAL" LEFTIST PATH IN LEBANON. 

AHMAD’S STATEMENT FIRMS UP SARG PUBLIC PRETENTIONS 
TO LEFTIST-ORIENTED POLICY IN LEBANON. 

MURPHY 
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